8             GUIDK TO EDUCATION ACT

SCHEMES.

The most arresting of the administrative
reforms effected by the Act is the new
procedure by Scheme. Hitherto nn educational
service has either been obligatory on all
authorities, or entirely optional, and there
has been no power to compel any single
authority to exercise an optional power,
however desirable in the particular case. By
this Act every authority may, when they
think fit, and must, when required by the
Board of Education, submit to the Board
scherhes showing what they propose to do,
and when and how- When after the appropriate
procedure the scheme is approved by the
Board, it becomes the duty of the authority
to carry it out. Thus services may become
obligatory in one area and not in another, and
it will be possible to show leniency to a poor
or backward authority in respect to a particular
service without also excusing all others.

Schemes under the Act are of three kinds.
Under Sec. 1 authorities for Part (ii) of the
Education Act, 1902 (i.e. Counties and County
Boroughs) are required to make general schemes
dealing with the whole field of education, and
the Counties, in doing so, must consult the Part
(iii) Authorities (*.<?./the non-County Boroughs
and Urban Districts) within their area, which
are authorities for elementary education. Under
Sec, 2, the authorities for elementary education
are required to submit schemes dealing with that
sphere of work, and under Sec. 3, Part (ii)
authorities must submit schemes of organisa-
tion of the new ^ compulsory Continuation
Schools. Power is given to submit provisional,
temporary and amending schemes,